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Dr. Karen Shanor is Adjunct Professor of Psychology and Neuroscience 
at Georgetown University and a practicing Clinical Neuropsychologist in 
Washington, D.C.  She received her B.A. and M.A. degrees in Psychology 
from Stanford University, continued in cross-cultural studies at 
Columbia University, and received her Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology from 
United States International University where she worked with 
psychologist Carl Rogers and psychiatrist Viktor Frankl, author of the 
classic Man’s Search for Meaning. She completed a two year clinical 
internship at Mercy Hospital in San Diego and at Patton State Hospital in 
San Bernardino, California.  

Her cross-cultural and mental health experience spans several decades.  
After studying at Stanford in Italy, Dr. Shanor served in Somalia as a 
Peace Corps science teacher and then consulted as a Peace Corps 
psychologist all over the world.  A former White House consultant, Dr. 
Shanor was among ten psychologists chosen by the American 
Psychological Association for its Centennial Celebration lecture series, 
and has given a number of Smithsonian lectures including: “The Brain 
and Consciousness”, “The Dynamic Brain”, and “The Emotional Brain.” 
She’s the Academic/Scientific Advisor on the Board of Directors of the 
D.C. Psychological Association, and Perioperative Psychology Editor for 
the Journal of Translational Anesthesiology.   

Dr. Shanor has served on a number of national advisory boards, co-
chaired the organizing committee for Georgetown University’s 
International Conference: “The Brain and Communication,” and taught 
from 1998 - 2012 at Georgetown with internationally renowned 
neuroscientist, Dr. Karl Pribram, her former professor at Stanford. She’s  
writing a book on perception based on her work with Georgetown’s 
Professor Patrick Heelan as well as another book highlighting the 
important contributions of Drs. Karl Pribram and Walter J. Freeman.  
Her recent bestselling books include The Emerging Mind and Bats Sing, 
Mice Giggle: The Surprising Science of Animals’ Inner Lives. 



  

 

   


